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EFFECTIVELY SCREENING FOR CORONARY ARTERY DISEASE IN PATIENTS UNDERGOING ORTHOTOPIC LIVER TRANSPLANT EVALUATION
B. Lee, F. Li, J. Hanje, S. Lilly
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Coronary artery disease (CAD) is prevalent in patients with end-stage liver disease and associated with poor outcomes among those undergoing orthotopic liver transplant (OLT).  Non-invasive screening for CAD in this population is less sensitive than in the general population.  We describe our institutional experience among patients undergoing CAD screening in the course of OLT evaluation. 

Methods: We retrospectively identified all patients that underwent CAD screening in the course of OLT evaluation between May 2009 and February 2014.  Demographic, clinical and procedural characteristics were collated and analyzed.  
Results: Within the patient cohort (n = 135), the mean age was 56 (range 32 – 71), and 92 (70%) were male.  Among those undergoing angiography, obstructive CAD was common (n = 38; 28%).  The number of traditional risk factors was linearly associated with CAD, and those with two or more risk factors were found to have CAD by angiography 50% of the time (OR 1.92; CI 1.07 – 3.44, p=0.026, Fig. 1).

Conclusion: Obstructive CAD is common among patients with advanced liver disease.  Our data supports coronary angiography in pre-OLT patients with two or more risk factors.  Whether or not this affects outcomes awaits ongoing prospective reports.
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